 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Monroe County Vote Center Committee Meeting – Draft

March 13, 2024 5:00 PM

Conference Room 100B, Showers Building North, and via Teams

Call To Order

Chair Pro-Tempore Taylor Bryant called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Also present in person were committee members Ami Gandhi, Stacy Kowalczyk, Debora Shaw, Danny Shields, Hal Turner, Daniella Wheelock. Election Supervisor Kylie Moreland were also present. Emily Alford participated via Teams. 

Committee members absent: William Ellis, Evan Nayee, Stephen Volan

Approval of Minutes
Hal Turner moved approval of minutes of the February 14, 2024 meeting. Danny Shields seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.

New Business 
1. Committee members reviewed data on voter turnout from 2006 through 2023. Turnout (percentage of registered voters who voted) is consistently higher in years with national elections, especially presidential elections. Members agreed that statistics from presidential-election years would provide the basis for estimating turnout for vote centers. Early and absentee voting spiked in 2020 (COVID time), but was close to 50% in both the 2016 and 2018 general elections.

2. The committee requested a report on precinct-level voting, presented with a geographic display. 

3. Committee members agreed on a schedule to address particular questions and interests:

March 27 - Precinct voting data, with GIS presentation

April 10 - Subject expert presentations, including report by Ami Gandhi and possibly with IU student groups. Emily Alford will identify student groups we might meet and present the information at the March 27 meeting.

April 24 (week of) - Equipment experts’ presentations

May 8 ??? <Public comment>?

May 22 - Information from other counties. Daniella Wheelock will collect information on vote center numbers, location, and voter turnout from Cass, Porter, St. Joseph, and Tippecanoe counties. Ralf Shaw will collect information on how paper ballots are provided in Hancock, Jackson, and Wayne counties. Emily Alford provided Links to vote center reports from state site, including video answers to vote center FAQ transitions from County Clerks from Tippecanoe, Cass and Wayne County:

https://www.in.gov/sos/elections/voter-information/ways-to-vote/vote-centers/vote-center-information/

Registration and turnout data by Indiana county, 1990-2023:

https://www.in.gov/sos/elections/voter-information/register-to-vote/voter-registration-and-turnout-statistics/

4. Committee member updates: Hal Turner reported that the Tenth Street area would be convenient for Stonebelt clients, but that access for people in group homes would depend on having vote centers near their homes. 

Motion To Adjourn
Stacy Kowalczyk moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:02. Hal Turner seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously
Next County Vote Center Meeting

March 27, 2024 at 5:00 PM

Conference Room 100 B, Showers Building 1st Floor

501 N Morton St, Bloomington, IN 47404

and via Teams
